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THE ALIENS: BEING A FOREIGN

STUDENT

Excerpts from a video produced by 
Dartmouth College to describe the 
experiences of international students 
during their first months in the United 
States.
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itsv/1105/ijse/ijse1105.htm

ONLINE VIDEO
23



(eJOURNAL USA)4

( )

19

Elliott Minor, AP/WWP



5(eJOURNAL USA)

(

)
 

10% 30%
/

(National 
Science Foundation) (National Institutes 
of Health)  

4500 130

 

■

Janet Hostetter, AP/WWP



(eJOURNAL USA)6

100 92
( 50

)
77%

25

" "

Linda A. Cicero/Stanford News Service



7(eJOURNAL USA)

( )

" "

 

( )

■

Adam Hunger, AP/WWP

John Bazemore, AP/WWP



(eJOURNAL USA)8

1200
1100 (

46%)

 (

Michael Lehmkuhle, AP/WWP



9(eJOURNAL USA)

1.2 2
5 )

"2+2"
"

"

30

90%

(Arnold Schwarzenegger)
(Parris Glendening)

(Eileen Collins)
(George Lucas)

(Tom Hanks) (Clint 
Eastwood) (Calvin Klein)

(Craig Venter)
(Richard Carmona)

 
 http://www.CC-USA.org  

(A Guide to Studying at 
U.S. Community Colleges)
(EducationUSA advising centers) ■

Courtesy Central Piedmont Community College



10 (eJOURNAL USA)

  

( " ")
600

(Ursinus College)

(Warren Wilson College)

(Northland College)

- (Alderson-Broaddus College)

(Earlham College)

(Cedar Crest College)

 600

•  3,000
•  

•  

Nancy Palmieri, AP/WWP



11(eJOURNAL USA)

•  
•  

•  
(

)
" "

(St. John's College)

" "
(Berea College)

•  

SAT [http://www.collegeboard.com]  

" "
(The National Survey of  Student Engagement)

(George Kuh)

(
)

 [http://www.cic.org/]
■

Patricia McDonnell, 
AP/WWP

Kevin G. Reeves, AP/WWP



(eJOURNAL USA)12

(
)

(Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities HBCUs)

(Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities
HACU) (American 
Indian Higher Education Consortium)

(White 
House Initiative on Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities)

1965

" 1964

( )
"

2005 9
2005 9 11 17

Ted S. Warren, AP/WWP 



13(eJOURNAL USA)

"

( )
"

"
"
105

40 11
49 5

 http://usinfo.s
tate.gov/scv/Archive/2005/Sep/26-256508.html.

1986
18 400

/
10%

205

25%
25% http://www.hacu.net/.

2002 7 3
13270 ( )

(President's Board of Advisors on Tribal Colleges and       
Universities)

(White House Initiative on Tribal Colleges and 
Universities)

"

"
34

3 200

200

 http://www.whit
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Courtesy College of Sante Fe

Courtesy Offi ce of the President, Haskell Indian Nation University
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DREAM
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dventure, and Mentoring)
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(
)

(Ben and Jerry's Ice Cream)
[http://www.dreamprogram.org/]
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http://www.studentsagainsthunger.org
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(Furman University)

Ted S. Warren, AP/WWP
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(American 
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(Sustaining Service Learning: 
The Role of Chief Academic 
Officers 8 )

(A Practical Guide for 
Integrating Civic Responsibility Into the Curriculum
86 ) http://www.aa
cc.nche.edu/Content/NavigationMenu/ResourceCenter/
Projects_Partnerships/Current/HorizonsServiceLearnin
gProject/Publications/Publications.htm

(Albuquerque Technical and Vocational Institute
ATVI)

(Corporation for 
National and Community Service Grant) 1999

(National Bellwether) 2004
(Community 

College National Center for Community Engagement 
Service Learning) (Civic Engagement)

50

[http://planet.tvi.cc.nm.us/
experientiallearning/] ■

Courtesy Wofford College
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(Johnson C. Smith University) 
1400

9 90
[http://www.jcsu.edu/]

(Queen University of  Charlotte)
30%

24 2200 13 1
[http://www.queens.edu/] 

(University of 
North Carolina at Charlotte) 19500

10

80 [http://www.uncc.edu/]

Courtesy Johnson C. Smith University

Courtesy Queens University of Charlotte

Wade Bruton/UNC Charlotte
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Robert Kaiser/U.S. Department of State
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/ (U.S. Educational 
Advising / Information Center) 
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170 450
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(The College Board)
( Book of Majors ) 3600

900

( A Workbook for Choosing and Changing Your 
Major )

 [http://ucs1.ucs.umn.edu/www/
majorworkbook.html]

Agricultural Sciences 

Animal Sciences 
Plant & Soil Sciences 
Agricultural Business & 

Management 
Range Management 
Agricultural Mechanization 
Horticulture 
Veterinary Sciences

Computer & Information
Sciences 

Computer Programming 
Data Processing 
Information Management 

Sciences & Systems 
Computer Mathematics 
Library Science 
Museums & Preservation

   
Bilingual/Crosscultural Education 
Special Education 
Counseling 
Adult & Continuing Education 
Elementary Education 
Pre-School Education 

Junior Education 
Senior High Education 
Art, Music, & Drama Education
Home Economics Education 
Physical/Health/Fitness Education 
Science Education 
Vocational/Industrial Education 
Business Education 
Foreign Language Teacher

Education 
Liberal Arts Education 
Social Science Education 
Mathematics Education 
Computer Science Education 
Religious Education
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Aerospace Aeronautical Engineering
Astronautical Engineering 
Agricultural Engineering 
Architectural Engineering 
Bioengineering
Biomedical Engineering 
Ceramic Engineering 
Chemical Engineering 
Civil Engineering 
Communications Engineering 
Computer Engineering 
Electrical Engineering 
Electronics Engineering 
Geological Engineering 
Geophysical Engineering 
Industrial Engineering & Design 
Materials Engineering 
Mechanical Engineering 
Metallurgical Engineering 
Mining & Mineral Engineering 
Marine Engineering 
Naval Architecture 
Nuclear Engineering 
Petroleum Engineering 
Surveying & Mapping Sciences
Systems Analysis & Engineering 

Drafting
Automotive Engineering & 

Technology
Electrical Technology
Electromechanical Technology
Environmental/Energy Control

Technology 
Engineering Mechanics 
Occupational Safety & Health

Technology 
Construction & Building

Technology 
Aviation & Air Transportation 
Transportation/Logistics

English Language
Classics & Classical Studies 
Comparative Literature 

Creative Writing 
Linguistics 
American Literature 
English Literature 
Speech & Rhetorical Studies 
Technical and Business Writing

African Studies 
American Studies 
Asian & Pacifi c Area Studies 
European Studies 
Latin American Studies 
Middle Eastern Studies 
Afro-American (Black) Studies 
Native American Studies 
Hispanic-American Studies
Islamic Studies 
Judaism & Jewish Studies  

   
Foreign Languages/Literature 
Chinese 
Japanese 
Asian Languages 
German 
Scandinavian 
French 
Italian 
Spanish 
Portuguese 
Latin 
Greek 
Hebrew 
Middle Eastern Languages 
Russian 
Slavic (other than Russian)

Humanities 
Confl ict Resolution/Peace Studies 
Women’s Studies 
Liberal/General Studies 
Multi/Interdisciplinary 
StudiesIndividualized Majors

Mathematics 
Actuarial Sciences 

Applied Mathematics
Statistics 

Military Sciences 
Criminal Justice & Law
Enforcement
Fire Protection & Security 

Parks Administration 
Sports, Recreation, & Leisure

Studies
Equestrian Studies 
Conservation Management &

Protection
Forestry Production & Processing
Forestry 
Wildlife & Fish Management
Ecology Sciences
Environmental Sciences 

Philosophy 
Religion & Theology 
Philosophy & Religion 
Biblical Languages 
Bible Studies 
Religious Education 
Religious Music 
Ministry & Church Administration

Criminal Justice & Law
Enforcement 
Public Affairs/Administration
Social Work & Social Services
Pre-Law 
Legal Assisting  

Biology 
Biochemistry
Biophysics 
Botany 
Cell & Molecular Biology 
Microbiology/Bacteriology
Zoology 
Marine Biology 
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Biological Specializations
Physical Sciences 
Astronomy 
Astrophysics 
Atmospheric Sciences &

Meteorology 
Chemistry 
Geological Sciences 
Physics 
Earth & Space Sciences 
Science Technologies

Anthropology
Archaeology 
Criminology 
Economics 
Geography 
Government
History 
International Affairs/Relations
Political Science 
Psychology 
Sociology 
Urban Studies 

Crafts & Artisanry
Dance 
Design
Photography
Dramatic Arts 
Film Arts 
Fine Arts 
Music
Interior Design

(full-time 
study) 4

(community college)
(junior college) 2

15 *
8 9 5 6

12 1
6 8

*  (trimester)
10 12

(quarter) 4
10 4

3

(  A2zcolleges.com)
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120 (
180 )

(Education Credential Evaluation 
Services) (Margaret Schatzman)

15
30

 1 30
 31 60
 61 90
 91 120

(15 ) 50
3 4

3
 3 50

15 5
15

2 4 (
50 ) ( )

2 4

2 50

The University of California at Berkeley [http://ls-
advise.berkeley.edu/choosingmajor/intro.html] 

The University of Minnesota [http://ucs1.ucs.umn.ed
u/www/majorworkbook.html]  (Dr. John 
Holland)

Oklahoma State University  [http://home.okstate.edu
/homepages.nsf/toc/chp15_1] 
(College Prep 101)

Pennsylvania State University [http://www.psu.edu
/dus/md/mdmisper.htm]

 

University of Pennsylvania [http://www.college.upe
nn.edu/curriculum/major_factors.html] 
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• (
200 )

100

30 40

A-F/0-4
A = 4
B = 3
C = 2
D = 1 ( )
F = 0 ( ) [ E]

I = 
W = 
WU = 
Audit ( ) = 

Pass/Fail ( / ) = 

Pass/No Credit ( / ) = 
 

• % 
• % 
• % 
• % 
• % 

Courtesy Eastern Mennonite University
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10

(
) ( ) 7b

5c

(service learning)

 ■

Courtesy Johnson C. Smith University

Wade Bruton/UNC Charlotte
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5

1
2 3

(
)

(the 
GI Bill)

Linda A. Cicero/Stanford News Service
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2005 9 [http://usinfo.
state.gov/journals/itps/0905/ijpe/ijpe0905.htm]

(Nancy W. Keteku)
(U.S. Higher Education, the Financial 

Side)

•

http://www.educationUSA.state.gov/cente
rs.htm

• (EducationUSA Advising 
Center) "The College Board International 
Student Handbook" (Peterson)

"Applying to Colleges and Universities in the 
United States"

•

((Public Affairs 
Section) (USAID)

•

( )
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50
(Institute of International Education)

67%

16000 46500

23%
2.4%

10%
41%

15 18

4 6

TOEFL SAT
GMAT GRE
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(Janice Jocobs)
(Association of International Educators

NAFSA)
2005 57

2001 9 11

"
" "

"
"

"
"

"

2001 9
350

121

97%

2.5%
"

" "
74

14
"

2003-2004
572000

"
" "

"  ■

  (Community College Times)
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(Association of International 
Educators)

(National Association of Foreign Student 
Advisors NAFSA)

NAFSA (Intercultural 
Press) 2000 (The 
Profession of Foreign Student Advising)

/

 

http://www.nafsa.org.
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U.S. Department of State.  Bureau of Educational and 
Cultural Affairs.  If You Want to Study in the United States
Series.  Washington, DC:  2002-2003. http://www.educationu

sa.state.gov/pubs.htm

The first three booklets in this comprehensive series are 
currently available in the following languages: Arabic, 
Chinese, English, French, Russian, and Spanish.  Booklet 
One addresses: Undergraduate Study; Booklet Two: Graduate 
and Professional Study and Research; Booklet Three: Short-
Term Study, English Language Programs, Distance Education, 
and Accreditation. Booklet Four: Getting Ready to Go:  
Practical Information for Living and Studying in the United 
States is available in Chinese, English, and Russian. http:

//www.educationusa.state.gov/life/pubs.htm

Andrews, Linda Landis. How to Choose a College Major.
New York:  McGraw-Hill Companies, 2006.  (forthcoming)

Ashley, Dwayne and Williams, Juan. I’ll Find a Way or Make 
One:  A Tribute to Historically Black Colleges and Universities.
New York:  HarperTrade, 2004.

College Board. International Student Handbook 2006.  New 
York:  The College Board, 2005.

College Board. Trends in College Pricing, 2005.  New York:  
The College Board, 2005. http://www.collegeboard.com/prod_

downloads/press/cost05/trends_college_pricing_05.pdf  

College Board. Trends in Student Aid, 2005.  New York:  
The College Board, 2005. http://www.collegeboard.com/prod_

downloads/press/cost05/trends_aid_05.pdf

College Board. The College Board Book of Majors.  New York:  
The College Board, 2004.

CSIET: Council on Standards for International Educational 
Travel.  Advisory List of International Educational Travel and 
Exchange Programs.  Alexandria, VA:  CSIET, 2005.
http://www.csiet.org/mc/page.do?sitePageId=748

Denslow, Lanie; Tinkham, Mary; and Willer, Patricia.  U.S.
Culture Series: Introduction to American Life.  Washington, 

DC:  NAFSA: Association of International Educators, 2004.
http://www.nafsa.org/publication.sec/international_students/u.s._

culture_series

Forest, James J.F. and Altbach, Philip G., eds.  The
International Handbook of Higher Education.  New York: 
Springer, 2005. http://www.higher-ed.org/handbook/TOC.pdf

Forest, James J.F. and Kinser, Kevin.  Higher Education in 
the United States: An Encyclopedia.  New York:  ABC-CLIO 
Publishers, 2002.   

Gose, Ben et al.  “Community Colleges: Special Issue.” The
Chronicle of Higher Education, vol. 52, no. 10, 28 October 
2005, pp. B1-B44.

Green, Madeleine and Turlington, Barbara. A Brief Guide to 
U.S. Higher Education. Washington, DC:  American Council 
on Education, 2001. http://www.acenet.edu/bookstore/pdf/

2001_brief_guide.pdf

Greene, Howard et al. The Public Ivies. New York:  
HarperTrade, 2001.

“Historically Black Colleges and Universities: Special 
Section.” Ebony, vol. 60, no. 11, September 2005, pp. 73-
130.

Independent Colleges and Universities: A National Profile.
Washington, DC:  National Association of Independent 
Colleges and Universities, 2004. http://www.naicu.edu/pubs/

2004Profile.pdf

Cosponsored by NAICU, the Council of Independent 
Colleges, and the Foundation for Independent Higher 
Education, this booklet provides facts, statistics, and profiles 
of students and staff.

Institute of International Education. Funding for United 
States Study Series: Funding for U.S. Studies: A Scholarship 
Guide for Europeans. New York: IIE, 2005. http://

www.iiebooks.org/funforunstat.html

Selected readings about college and university education in the United States
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Institute of International Education. Funding for United 
States Study Series: Funding U.S. Studies:  Graduate and 
Postgraduate Opportunities for Latin Americans. New York:  
IIE, 2004. http://www.iiebooks.org/funforunstat.html

Kalmar, George, ed. Foreign Students’ Guide to American 
Schools, Colleges, and Universities.  Santa Monica, CA:  
International Education Service, [2005].  http://www.ies-

ed.com/

Lanier, Alison Raymond et al.  Living in the U.S.A.  6th ed.  
Yarmouth, ME:  Intercultural Press, 2004.  

Latimer, Jon, ed.  Applying to Colleges and Universities in the 
United States 1998: A Handbook for International Students.
Lawrenceville, NJ:  Peterson’s, 1997.

Lipka, Sara. “Fulbright Connects With the Muslim World.”  
The Chronicle of Higher Education, vol. 52, no. 11, 4 
November 2005, pp. A47-A49.
Includes tables and three profiles of this year’s Fulbright 
grantees.

Open Doors:  Statistics on International Student Mobility.
New York:  Institute of International Education, 2005.  
Selected tables are available online:  Open Doors:  Report on 
International Education Exchange: http://opendoors.iienetwor

k.org/

Riley, Naomi Schaefer.  God on the Quad:  How Religious 
Colleges and the Missionary Generation Are Changing America.
New York:  St. Martin’s Press, 2005.

Rothblatt, Sheldon.  The Living Arts: Comparative and 
Historical Reflections on Liberal Education.  Washington, DC:  
Association of American Colleges and Universities, 2003.

Smithee, Michael; Greenblatt, Sidney L.; and Eland, Alisa.  
U.S. Culture Series: U.S. Classroom Culture. Washington, 
DC:  NAFSA: Association of International Educators, 2004. 
http://www.nafsa.org/publication.sec/international_students/u.s._

culture_series_1

Twelve Facts That May Surprise You About America’s Private 
Colleges and Universities. Washington, DC:  National 
Association of Independent Colleges and Universities, 2003.  
http://www.naicu.edu/pubs/NAICU12FactsNew.pdf

U.S. Department of State. Bureau of International 
Information Programs. “Community Colleges in the United 
States.” eJournal USA: U.S. Society & Values, vol. 7, no. 1, 
June 2002, 26 pp. http://usinfo.state.gov/journals/itsv/0602/ijse/

ijse0602.htm

U.S. Department of State.  Bureau of International 
Information Programs. “See You in the U.S.A.” eJournal 
USA:  Foreign Policy Agenda, vol. 10, no. 2, September 2005, 
52 pp. http://usinfo.state.gov/journals/itps/0905/ijpe/gough.htm

U.S. Department of State.  Bureau of International 
Information Programs. “The United States in 2005:  Who 
We Are Today.”  eJournal USA:  Society & Values, vol. 9, no. 
2, December 2004, 48 pp. http://usinfo.state.gov/journals/itsv/

1204/ijse/ijse1204.htm

For additional publications related to American higher 
education and studying in the United States, please see the 
following online bibliographies based on the If You Want to 
Study in the United States Series (Washington, DC:  2003-
2004):

• Graduate Study: http://www.educationusa.state.gov/graduate/

biblio.htm

• Living in the U.S.: http://www.educationusa.state.gov/life.htm

• Opportunities for Scholars: http://www.educationusa.state.gov

/scholars/biblio.htm

• Predeparture Information: http://www.educationusa.state.gov/

predeparture/biblio.htm

• Specialized Professional Study: http://www.educationusa.state.

gov/professional/biblio.htm

• Short-Term Study: http://www.educationusa.state.gov/study/

biblio.htm

• Undergraduate Study: http://www.educationusa.state.gov/

undergrad/biblio.htm

The U.S. Department of State assumes no responsibility for the 
content and availability of the resources from other agencies and 
organizations listed above. All Internet links were active as of 
November 2005.
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Selected Web sites on college and university education in the United States

U.S. Department of State 

Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs
EducationUSA  
http://www.educationusa.state.gov/

Subtitled “Your Guide to U.S. Higher Education,” 
EducationUSA provides “a wealth of information and 
services for international students at all stages of the college 
search.”  Composed of a global network of more than 450 
advising and information centers [http://www.educationusa.st

ate.gov/centers.htm] in 170 countries, these centers “actively 
promote U.S. higher education around the world by offering 
accurate, comprehensive, objective, and timely information 
about educational opportunities in the United States and 
guidance to qualified individuals on how best to access those 
opportunities.” Portions of the Web site cover accreditation, 
finding a school, visa information, financial assistance, 
Fulbright scholarships, and programs of the Bureau of 
Educational and Cultural Affairs of the Department of State.

International Education Week, 2005
http://iew.state.gov/
A joint initiative of the U.S. Department of State and the 
U.S. Department of Education to celebrate and promote 
international education and exchange.

International Information Programs
Study in the U.S.
http://usinfo.state.gov/scv/life_and_culture/education/study_in_

the_us.html

Bureau of Consular Affairs: Visas
http://travel.state.gov/visa/visa_1750.html

Studying in the USA:  Visas
http://www.unitedstatesvisas.gov/studying.html

U.S. Department of Education

USNEI:  U.S. Network for Education Information
http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ous/international/usnei/edlite-

index.html

A basic resource on the U.S. educational system created to 

inform international exchange students.

Federal Student Aid:  International Students
http://studentaid.ed.gov/PORTALSWebApp/students/english/

intl.jsp

IPEDS College Opportunities Online
http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cool/index.asp

Office of Postsecondary Education
Database of Accredited Institutions
http://ope.ed.gov/accreditation/

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Service

How Do I Become an Academic Student in the United 
States?
http://uscis.gov/graphics/howdoi/academic.htm

Voice of America

America’s Global College Forum
http://www.voanews.com/english/AmericanLife/global_college_

forum.cfm

This weekly radio series profiles international students 
attending one of America’s colleges or universities.  

White House 

Initiative on Educational Excellence for Hispanic Americans
http://www.yic.gov/

Initiative on Historically Black Colleges and Universities
http://www.ed.gov/about/inits/list/whhbcu/edlite-index.html

Initiative on Tribal Colleges and Universities
http://www.ed.gov/about/inits/list/whtc/edlite-index.html

Other Resources

American Association of Community Colleges
http://www.aacc.nche.edu/

American Council on Education
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http://www.acenet.edu//AM/Template.cfm?Section=Home

The major coordinating body for all of the nation’s higher 
education institutions, ACE also sponsors a number of 
international initiatives: http://www.acenet.edu/AM/

Template.cfm?Section=International.

American Indian Higher Education Consortium
http://www.aihec.org/

AMIDEAST, America-Mideast Educational and Training 
Services, Inc.
http://www.amideast.org/

Association of American Colleges and Universities
http://www.aacu-edu.org/

Campus Compact
http://www.compact.org

A national coalition of college and university presidents 
“dedicated to promoting community service, civic 
engagement, and service-learning in higher education.”

CHEA:  Council for Higher Education Accreditation
http://www.chea.org/

Database of accredited institutions and programs:  http:

//www.chea.org/search/default.asp

The Chronicle of Higher Education
http://chronicle.com/ 
Requires subscription; limited free material available:  http:

//chronicle.com/free/

College Board
http://www.collegeboard.com/splash

Community Colleges USA
http://www.cc-usa.org/

Council of Independent Colleges
http://www.cic.org/

Council on International Educational Exchange (CIEE)
http://www.ciee.org/

eduPASS!
http://www.edupass.org/

Higher Education Resource Hub
http://www.higher-ed.org/

Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities
http://www.hacu.net/

Institute of International Education
http://www.iie.org/

NAFEO:  National Association for Equal Opportunity in 
Higher Education
http://www.nafeo.org/about.htm

NAFSA:  Association of International Educators
http://www.nafsa.org/

National Association of State Universities and Land-Grant 
Colleges
http://www.nasulgc.org/

University of Texas at Austin
Web U.S. Higher Education
http://www.utexas.edu/world/univ/

Links to U.S. universities, community colleges, college 
catalogs, and regional accreditation agencies.

The U.S. Department of State assumes no responsibility for the 
content and availability of the resources from other agencies and 
organizations listed above. All Internet links were active as of 
November 2005.

Steve Helber, AP/WWP




